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&e background* accurate white extraction cannot be accomplished since the average of the 
color image is more biased to chromatic color in dte background than tfie ^^te color. (Page 

6, line 18 though page 7, line 4, of ^iplicant's specification). In such case, the \^te part 

j 

(maximum brightness) in die Takei patent cannot be detected, since the maximum brightness 
level is computed within regions in which an accurate white extraction was n^ performed 
(column \Sy lines 27-30). That is, in die Takei patent the white part in other regions in the 
image plane in which white extraction was not performed, is not and caimot be detected. 

In contrast, in the present invention, in Ifaie above; situation, the problem is solved, 

I ' ' ! ' I ' i i I' I' i ! ■ 

since a nrftHftfarm med region is used for the peak value detection so that the 'small white part 

'! • , 'T'-'n' I'll' 

which cannot be detected by the averse value calculating part can be detected as the jieak 
value of brightness by the peak value acquiring part (Page 23, line 6, through page 25, line 2, 
of applicant's specificatioi). 



Applicant's amended independ^ 



In view of the 



claims 1,6,|8, 



13, IS 



20 and 22, and their 



respective dependent claims, thus patentably distinguish over die Takpi patent 



bei;a!£ieipal 



above, itiis submitted diat applicanf s claims, as amended, patexitably i 



distinguish oyer die cited art of record. Accordingly, reconsideration of tte claims is 



respectftilly requested 
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Dated: ;uly 9, 2004 



Robin, Blecker & Daley 
330 Madison Avenue 
New York. NY 10017 
(212)682-9640 ij 
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May 31, 2000 



Asst Conunissioner for Pateirts 
Washington, DC 20231 



Attn: Patent Al>plipationprancb 



RE: Filing of Patent Application 

"EXPRESS MAIL" iLABEL NUMBER- EL175652547US 
Our File: B208-109S U 



Dear Sir: 



Enclosed for i filing : is 
CORRECTING; DEVI(nEi '|the 



pajfent application jof Hirofomi jTakeij fori a .jWHlTE BALANCE 
3^|lication oompjiis^ a Specification j of 27 1 pages; 2 1' numl!»eFed 
ClaimsJ including '6 Independent! iiumberei^ 11 siieets ofjFjDnnal D^^ (Figures 1-14); 

an Abstract and our check in thf^ aihouht of $942.ci6j tn piayment of the {filing fee, which has been 
calculated as follows: $690.00 base filing fee; $234.00 for Six Independent Claims in excess of 
three and $18.00 for One Dependent Claim in excess of twenty. i i i i ; 

A "Combined Declaration and Pow^ of Attorney for Patent Application" will be filed jai a 



later date. 

i ■ 



iGlaimj wiii> \^^\f9^ thebehefit of thejftjing date of Japanese 



Patent Application Nos. Hei 1 1 
in due course. 



158564 ^filea|Iim^4^ 



i9W), I a certified copy OJ 

' ■ \ 

, . Mi. 



! ir 



which will be filed 



Authorization is given for the chargihg of any fiuther fee for efifecdngj $ling to our Deposit 
It 18-1644. : ' ' t ■ . h I \H ■ 



Account 18-1644. 



Respectfully submitted, 



JJT:sg 
End. . 
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